IYL MEPI project 36
*

From the begining of June 2008, an international group of youth leaders, has been planning of the 36th and
37th IYL MEPI, under the guidance of YFWP, Israel’s secretary general Hod Ben Zvi. The director of the projects was Adriel Trombin from Luxemburg supported by: Joshua Lorenzana (Philippins), Keiko Ikeda (Japan),
Natalie Nylen (Sweden) and Chigozie Ahunanya (Malta). Having clearly divided their responsibilities, they
focused on finding local partners and participants, while their international partners tried to find participants
for the projects. The name IYL MEPI has only recently been branded in order to create a sense of continuity
in the projects carried in Israel and Palestine, both for UPF and the YFWP.

IYL MEPI 36

International Youth Leadership MEPI
From the 22nd of June to the 1st of July, twentyfour
participants, ages ranging from 17 to 29, from eight
nations, took part in the project full time. Several local participants joined for short periods of time.
The project started with an orientation about its purpose and a tour of Jerusalem. Over the course of the
project, the participants engaged in different service
activities in Israel and Palestine, as well as engaging
in dialogues with local university students.
The first project took place in Beer Sheva, in the
south of Israel and was coordinated by “The Forum of Lay Leadership” The interactd with Ethiopian children and carried on some restoration work
around the town. They also met with Israeli students
in Ben Gurion University and presented the vision
of GPF.
The second project took place in the Palestinian
town of Bethany, where the volunteers worked with
school children. They presented to the local students
the MDGs and held discussions on various topics.
Next day, the group traveled to Tel Aviv, where a
service group from Tel Aviv university joined them.
Together they participated in a service project in the
south of Tel Aviv and organised an interfaith round
table.

They have a visited Bethlehem and then they
moved to Julis, a Druze village in the north of
Israel, for the final part of the project lasting
three days and bringing Christians, Moslems
and Druze youth leaders together. During
their stay in the village, the volunteers took
part in different activities i.e. cleaning a holy
place (picture below), decorating the walls of
the village, etc.
The project ended with a much-deserved trip
to the Dead Sea.
*MEPI is a project of the Universa Peace
Federation. The project was first launched by
UPF in 2003 and continues to develop and
expand. Recently it joined forces with YFWP
to develope international youth leadership
programs focusing on peace projects in the
Middle east.
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IYL MEPI 36 - June 22 – July 1 2008 Project partners

Youth Federation for World Peace
Brought together delegates from the USA, Europe, Israel and Palestine and took the major role in planning the entire project and provided group leaders.
Contact: Trombin Adriel email: trombinjunior@gmail.com web: www.youthfederation.org
Service for Peace Palestine
The Palestinian director as well as Palestinian youth organized and participated in the Bethlehem project.
Contact: Aimen Kanan email: palestinian_fra@yahoo.com web: www.servicefopeace.org
Middle East Peace Initiative
Will provide a network of ambassadors for peace who will guide the group and interact with it’s members.
Contact: Hod Ben Zvi email: Israel@upf.org
STF Europe
Brought 13 volunteers.
Contact: Chigo Ahunanya email: chigozie22@hotmail.com web: www.stfeurope.org
Faith Link
Sent one volunteer for the media coverage.
Contact: Simon Cooper email: simonlcooper@googlemail.com
Hillel & Tel Aviv University
Organized and sponsored activities in a poor section of Tel Aviv. We were not required to invest money for the service work. They also organized an
evening of interfaith dialogue with University students.
Contact: Pnina email: pnina@hillelnet.org.il web: www.hillel.org
BaJeS Projects Children and Women behind the Wall Love
Organized activities in the schools located in Bethany, (Azarye)
Contact: Suzana Zarko email: suzanai2001@yahoo.com web: www.children-of-bethany.org
Mepeace.org
Participated in an evening presentation of their activities, they also contibuted by promoting our project on their website.
Contact: Eyal email: eyalpeace@gmail.com web: www.mepeace.org
One Voice
Gave a presentation of their activities and held a Q&A session with the participants about Palestinian & Israeli youth encounters.
Contact: Nisreen Abdallah
email: nabdallah@onevoice.ps@gmail.com
The Julis Community The Druze, Muslim and Christian community provided accommodations, youth interaction programs, site for mutual art work
and education about the Druze heritage.
Contact: Salach Najim email: gulis@matnasim.org.il
The Forum For Lay Leadership
Organized activities of service and education in Beer Sheva schools, and organized an evening of peace builidng talks with University students.
Contact: Margalit email:
Jerusalem Center for Peace
Provided working place for the planing team and meeting space for dialogue and discussions for the participants
Women Federation for World Peace
Has been helping with planing and organizing the project.

Universal Peace Federation
They sponosr the project.

International Youth Leadership MEPI

A Global Joint Initiative of Partners to Realize Peace in the Middle East
YFWP

Israel & Palestine

22 Jun- 1 July 2008

The Project was truly the highlight for the beginning of this summer. 27 people and over 8 different countries were represented in this project. The participants came from countries such as the United States, Malta, Sweden, Austria, France,
South Korea, Canada, Taiwan, the United Kingdom and of course Palestinians and Israelis.
Jun 23
vThe ﬁrst day was more of an orientation day as we didn’t engage directly in dialogue but had many different presentations about the MEPI and Youth Ambassadors for Peace. In the afternoon we also had the pleasure of having a guided
tour through the beautiful Old City of Jerusalem where we got to really appreciate this wonderful place and the value of
this location possesses. We later ﬁnished off this tour with participants going on a shopping spree as a form of interaction
together without a ﬁxed program. We later returned to our residence, Hashimi Hotel which has an amazing view of vthe
Dome of the Rock. As we approached the evening Some Palestinian students from one of our Partners, ONE VOICE
came to give us a little orientation on the situation from the Palestinians point of view. It was extremely moving. Somehow it created a certain bond and sense of responsibility towards the situation. People were so touched and also felt a bit
shamed at the lack of knowledge or misconception. We later ﬁnished off the day with a presentation given By Eyal Aviv,
who is the founder of MEPEACE which is a group brings different NGOs with the same mission. This ﬁrst day saw the
participants really break the ice and feel motivated for the next few days.

Jun-24
On the second project day which was the 24th of June we started our morning with some wise words by the current and
past Dalai Lama on the topic of World Peace. This Day was basically based around the town called Beer Sheva. We arrived at “Gevim”, which is the name of the school we were supposed to work in. This school is one of the best schools
academically, in the south of Israel. We could see a huge variety of children as Beer Sheva has a huge population of immigrants. As explained by the principal of this school, the “Gevim” helps the foreign students to integrate and not ﬁnd
it too hard settling in to another culture. During this time we split in Groups and spent time with different classes where
we participated in games the kids.
Later on in the Day we went to Ben Gurion University which is a local University to participate in a discussion led by
their Hillel PR director. We had a conference were we discussed the value of what we are doing here in Middle East. One
student from the University was asking a lot of questions to see how determined were to make this project work. We later
had a small discussion were we heard more about the woman’s rights and how they deserve more respect.
We closed the day with a Q & A led by Hod Ben Zvi, secratary general of UPF & YFWP Israel, which helped to clarify
Israel’s history, and the roots of the conﬂict, as well as the place of religion and culture in the Middle East.
Jun-25
We went to Bethany(Azarye), a city in Palestine. We had a short lecture on the social and political issues facing Bethany
and how it affected the children there. Afterwards we were divided into two groups. One stayed at the school and another went to a summer camp in a nearby city. Activities at the school included sports and arts, and gave the volunteers a
chance to talk with the students about their life in Palestine. At the summer camp volunteers divided into music, education, and art groups. Students performed a piece from their play showcasing a traditional Muslim wedding.
Afterwards we left for Al-Quds University where we visited their science museum, and experimented with their interactive activities. We then visited the Palestinian Prisoner’s Project. The exhibits included artwork created by the prisoners,
memorials for prison martyrs, prisoner’s memoirs and a short video.
Mr. Avi Pinkas was our speaker for the evening and shared about his program Education Towards a Democratic Society.
The programs encourage effective communication, cooperation and respect. The purpose of his program is to teach.

Jun 26
We spent most of this day in Tel Aviv. First we visited the house of the NGO called Save a Child’s Heart. This organisation basically sponsors children from different places like Zanzibar, Iraq, and many others, so they can come for heart
surgery in Israel. The parents or an elder usually escorts them if they are under a certain age. These children live in a
house with other kids with the same situation and they play together and stay in this house before the surgery and after to
recover. So together with some volunteers from Hillel institute we cleaned the garden and planted some plants together
with the children. We later joined the students from Hillel. Hillel is an institute in the University that does service projects in the community all year. This institute is in Tel Aviv University and we had round tables with these students which
really put the spotlight on a whole new perspective on the conﬂict, especially hearing the different points of view of the
Israeli youth. We ﬁnished off the day by going to a park to play sports and have a picnic. On our way home we passed
by the YFWP and UPF ofﬁce and had a quick video presentation about MEPI and also got a Q & A session with UPF
Israel Director Ben Hod Zvi.
Jun-27
The group visited Bethlehem. The ﬁrst stop was at a local shop of handmade Palestinian goods where they explained the
importance of olive trees to the Palestinian economy, and how important Israel (particularly Bethlehem) is to the history
of the worldwide religious community.
We moved on and toured a cathedral built around the nativity, the birthplace of Jesus; as well as the hill where the three
wise men and the she pards saw the star pointing them toward Bethlehem.
In the West bank the group worked with an Orphanage helping to prepare a computer school and garden area. Bricks
were hauled from one end of the property to another for later use, and rocks and garbage were cleared away to prepare
space for the garden. In between breaks (and completely spontaneously) the groups danced to traditional and Pop Palestinian music. Afterwards there was a strong sense of community between group members.
During the evening portion of the program we listened to a Sheik Bukhari leader who works as an Ambassador for Peace.
He shared how his own religious beliefs inﬂuence his quest for peace and his ability to work with conﬂicting groups. His
talk emphasised that, when working with someone who does not share your same beliefs, it is important to let the person
or party share their view completely and empty themselves out. After that, we are free to share our own view point and
they will vbe more ready to listen and take it in. We also listened to NAME HERE, a member of the Sheiks from France,
play a traditional reed ﬂute, that enables the listener to feel closer to God and relaxes them while they pray.
Last of all we met with NAME HERE, who has been living and working in Israel for seven years and seven months. She
helps group members who are attending service projects in Israel process their personal reactions to Israel’s history and
current conﬂicts.

Jun 28
This was the day of departure from Jerusalem to Druze Village (Julis). So we embarked on this long journey and ﬁnally arrived to the very welcoming staff of the Julis Community Center. We had some free time here to get to know
the people and a short workshop. Also we got to have a meeting with the Sheik of the whole Druze Community in the
Evening. It was an amazing experience meeting a man with such a great responsibility. Some Ambassadors for peace
were there with Mr. Hod Ben Zvi.
Jun 29
We got straight to work on this day right after an orientation Session in the morning. Once again we split up and
went to different groups. One group was painting the school work with some international art, while another had
sports. We also had a music group and two groups did community service in the centre and also in a holy site in
Kfar Yasif. We had as well some journalist from the jerusalem post coming and have interviews with the participants. Later on we got invited to dinner with the Sheik which was amazing. Then we went in the municipality of
Julis to meet with the Mayor of Julis as well the director of all the community centres in Israel and a professor from
an Arab University. To ﬁnish the day we watched the ﬁnal of EURO2008 in with a local family in there home.
Jun 30
This was our last day in Druze village and in the morning we did the same things in almost the same groups, we had as
well a new project in Julis, basically we went in a kindergarden to clean and ﬁx it because there were some vandalism
one year ago, the Mayer asks us to help there so they could use it next year for activities with the community centre.
Later on in this day we had a football match with the locals and had a banquet and Certiﬁcate awarding evening to
end off this project.
July 1
Everybody went to the Dead sea where they could relax and enjoy this amazing natural attraction.

Media
Ram FM radio from Ramalla.
The Russian Newsletters of Israel.
The Jerusalem Post.

LINKS:
http://coexistpeacefully.blogspot.com/
http://www.potrebitel.co.il/Company.asp?comp_id=330&c_id=32
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STAFF REPORTS
Natalie Nylen (Sweden)
I’ve been attending the STF Europe program for two years now. I was team leader driver for the last period but got
send down to Israel to prepare the service project my fellow STFers will join. I arrived in Israel Monday the 26th of
May with Chigo another member of STF.
We went through the program and were given different responsibilities immediately so we were put into action the
day we arrived. Adriel had been here for a month before we arrived so he had gotten very far on the project already.
We went around to the different places the ﬁrst day were we will have the projects at. It’s the ﬁrst time for me to work
with anything like this, so it’s a completely new experience.
When I arrived Adriel gave me the responsibility to come up with different projects that are connected to art. We met
with Susan who is responsible for the day we will spend in Bethany. Together with her we came up with some activities that we can do with the kids. I gave her some examples of things I had done with kids before. After spending two
weeks here I feel like I know a lot more about the project and can therefore contribute more. I mostly go through the
program checking the details, writing letters to the co organizers, giving them details about the volunteers, material
and schedule.
The service projects mostly involve kids. Teaching them games ore do different activities with them. I’m responsible
for the art part, organize different projects, prepare and explain. There are many details when it comes to organize art
projects. You have to get the material, count how much you need, measure how long time it will take. The different
art projects will be to paint a wall that is divided in four parts. Four different landscapes that are melting into each
other. We will teach the kids handcraft with beds, make animals out of papier-mâché and paint on T-shirts.
The only problems I have met have been within me. It’s a new experience and it’s a lot to learn, you don’t want
you’re lesson to be something anyone has to pay for.
If there are any administrative problems Adriel quickly sorts them out. We all have good team unity because we were
all together on STF in the same team at one point. The only problem with this project is that we don’t have so many
local volunteers. There are not so many members here in Israel to support all the big projects that are being planed.
It’s the perfect place but there is no one here to take care of it. The once who are organizing the project now are all
people from other countries. We don’t understand the situations as well as the people living here.
With the problem of lack of volunteers the budget gets a bit shaky. It’s exiting to try to unite these to. Adriel is
pulling his strings everywhere and together were trying to save money by checking out different companies when
it comes to transport and food.
To involve more people we attended a peace conference were young people came together discussing about how
we can create peace. It was really interesting and by attending thins kind of event we found a bunch of people that
all wanted peace and were very interested in our projects.
It’s been such an amazing experience so far. I would not be able to live with the shame I would feel if I don’t use
my experience I gain here to do something with in Sweden.
Keiko Ikeda (Japan)
For this project, I’m inviting guests that are almost students. ( Hebrew university, Haifa university, Tel Aviv university, and so on ) I do sending mail of invitation and schedule or calling or meeting to introduce them our project and
to make sure which day they can come.
I sent invitation more than 120 people already, and some of them replied me. Most of students have to study for big
exam in this term. So it’s hard for them to participate in the project even if somebody really wants to join. It’s better
to check schedule of universities before. Anyway many students are really interested in these projects.
The problem is that it’s difﬁcult to go to Palestine area for jewish people. So during visiting Palestine, they can’t join
it ( they can come, but some of them are afraid to visit there. Most of them have never been to Palestine area.)
One guest asked me that Palestine students also join or not. I wondered that it will be realised it another time.
Especially Haifa university students asked me that we will come to Haifa or not. I felt that many students in Haifa
university have opened mind. If we will have some projects in Haifa, I thought more students may come.

Joshua Lorenzana (Phillipines)
My name is Joshua Lorenzana. I am a student of interfaith peacebuilding at the Uniﬁcation Theological Seminary in New
York. I am spending six months of internship in Israel for UPF. I was already nearing the end of my stay when the task
of helping out the team came to me. I would also not get to attend the project because my ﬂight is on the second day of
the ﬁrst project. Quite simply, I was half-hearted during the ﬁrst days of my participation. Gradually, I recognized that I
am putting myself above a greater task, the project, which actually, is also one of the things which I ought to experience
as a peacebuilding student. Later on, we became a team of ﬁve from different parts of the world. I could see different
work styles between Asians and Europeans. I could also see language barriers which make it difﬁcult for us Asians to
participate in the chats. But the fact that we are getting things done everyday means something which would otherwise
have caused a lot of commotion if we aren’t held by the same goal and values. These barriers remain and I guess it is an
issue we have to constantly work on.
The toughest part of the job is getting local youth to be fully involved with the project. They always have something
which occupies them like studies and jobs. Of the more than twenty contacts that I informed about the project, so far
only one promised to attend in two days of the project. He has been quite open and helpful too with the project offering
his translating skills to the team despite his busy schedule in university. The local youth ambassadors for peace are willing to help but they also have a lot to be occupied with. So we really have to rely on ourselves to pull off the job. The
organizations that I have to contact like One Voice, Dr. Peleg and businesses have been very responsive because of the
foundation built in the previous MEPIs.
Adriel keeps the team together. He understands the situation and capacities of each person and tries to nudge them a bit
to have a bit of challenge. I saw how he carefully consults with the local central ﬁgure for every important matter on the
agenda. He also engages the team during light moments and tries to humor the team, which brings up smiles once in a
while. He has a keen sense of the important players to involve in these projects and draws out clearly what is expected
of them. He has a good grasp of details too.
Chigo Ahunanya (Malta)
This stay we have had here in Israel has really been inspiring for me. Right now I’m doing my third year of STF and I
have already had the privilege of participating in another service project together with STF in the Philippines. I arrived
here with another STF member( Natalie ) knowing that I would be here for almost two months, preparing and participating in these two projects.
The ﬁrst challenge in Israel was getting to know the culture and understanding the people since we were going
to work with them. This was not so hard since our cultures weren’t so diverse. Israeli people are very hospitable people
and are also quite conscious of what is going on in their country. Next challenge was getting to know the students and
outreaching more to the youth. My thoughts on this were that I really wanted to get to know these youth and show my
interest in them so they can feel really cared for and that I want to help them and be friends, or even dare I imply family
with them. This was a real success because everyone has a story and everyone wants it to be heard so it was an enlightening experience hearing their stories and views on the current affairs.
So far in Israel we have been going to various communities, promoting our project and this has helped me to feel
more and more inspired and feel more of a sense of ownership over what I’m doing here. We also got to go to Palestine
and see ﬁrsthand the situation there so we could prepare the project in a better way for the participants that are coming
and also get to know exactly what they will be doing so as to be better prepared.
While we were here we also decided to get more involved in the local church community especially with the Blessed
Children since there aren’t many here. We organized a workshop were we explained the Millennium Development Goals
and also explained to them how we have all these NGOs that if worked with can be very helpful in our dream of building
world peace. They seemed really inspired and are determined to help us make this project as good as it can be.
So I feel this experience has deﬁnitely helped me understand on a deeper level how NGOs and peace projects are
effective in changing people’s mindset on certain issues and I am truly looking forward to continuing this kind of work
after STF.

